
Offense Rules the Day at All-State Baseball Series 

Wenatchee's Buehn leads way, going 6 for 6 to lead Team Adams to victory over Team Baker 

By Scott Spruill 
 

YAKIMA, Wash. -- In the program for the All-State Baseball Series, batting averages from the high school 

season are listed for each player. 

All 72 of them. 

Michael Buehn knows his can raise an eyebrow or two. At .633, that’s a lofty number even for the player of the 

year in the Columbia Basin Big Nine. 

“They counted the errors, right?,” joked the Wenatchee outfielder. “That’s OK. A year ago I never would’ve 

believed I’d have a batting average that high. It’s crazy.” 

But on Saturday at Parker Faller Field, Buehn showed how legit that average is and then some, going 6 for 6 

with two stolen bases, two RBI and five runs scored to lead Team Adams to a 21-7 romp over Team Baker in 

the first of two eight-inning games. Buehn’s barrage of hits and Trevor Wharton’s four RBI sparked the highest 

score for a team since the Series was moved here from Eastmont 10 years ago. 

“I noticed it at the end, thinking, wait a second, I didn’t make an out,” Buehn smiled. “We had a heck of a day. 

It was great because Grady (Miller) drove me in (in the seventh inning). That’s what teammates do for each 

other.” 

The Wenatchee trio of Miller, Buehn and Brandon Graves, who just finished a 24-1 season with the Panthers, 

played a big part of Adams’ record runaway. Miller was 2 for 3 with a run and the aforementioned RBI and 

Graves pitched three innings with four strikeouts. 

“That’s the best part of this because the three of us have been playing together for a long time,” said Buehn, 

who’s headed to Central Washington University. “Our two ace pitchers and me — it’s just really special.” 

Buehn’s senior average is all the more remarkable considering he was below the Mendoza Line as a junior. That 

almost sounds like a joke, but he remembers the struggles all too well. 

“You know the saying about baseball being 80 percent mental? Well for me that was absolutely true,” he said. 

“I was thinking too much, struggling to do too much and feeling pressure every time at the plate. This year, on 

the physical side, I eliminated my stride and that helped. But mostly it was relaxing, slowing things down and 

enjoying myself more. That put everything together for me.” 

Team Adams, which got a healthy boost from Wharton’s two-run homer, will need to keep its bats hot today in 

the 1:35 p.m. championship game against Team Rainier, which cruised to a 14-6 victory over Team St. Helens. 

Troy Johnson of Rogers-Puyallup hit RBI triples in his first two at-bats and pitched two clean innings to close 

out the victory from Rainier, which had five-run frames in the first and sixth. 
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“I think I had one triple in the high school season and one last summer, so I matched all that in one day,” said 

Johnson, whose first three-bagger one-hopped the right-center wall and the second lashed down the rightfield 

line. “I’m an outfielder so I have pretty good speed, but triples are tough.” 

Johnson, the SPSL South MVP, is headed to Gonzaga University along with Rainier teammate Jack Machtolf, 

who had an RBI double and scored twice. Machtolf is the son of GU’s head coach. 

“Met him for the first time today — really good ballplayer,” Johnson said. “We have some guys who can really 

swing the bats.” 

And pitch. Snohomish’s Jake Mulholland, who recovered from an early injury to post a 5-0 record with a zero 

ERA for SHS, was just as locked in on Saturday. The Oregon State recruit threw three scoreless innings to start 

the game with five strikeouts and one walk. 

There was speculation Mulholland, a 6-foot-3 lefty, might get taken in the MLB draft on Saturday. While that 

didn’t happen, two players for Team Adams were selected in the late rounds — Garfield catcher Eli Wilson and 

Newport pitcher AJ Block. 

Wilson is the son of former Seattle Mariners catcher Dan Wilson, who was in attendance Saturday, and it was 

the Mariners who selected Eli in the 37th round. Block was selected by the Chicago Cubs in the 39th round. 

Today’s doubleheader starts at 10:25 a.m. with the third-place game between Baker and St. Helens. Davis 

outfielder Jonathan Imperial will play for St. Helens. 

  

Adams 21, Baker 7 

Baker 004 011 01 — 7 12 6 

Adams 400 473 3x — 21 18 2 

Morgan, Reid (4), Ecklebarger (6) and Kirchhoff, Wagner (5); Block, Graves (4), Strawn (7), Cherryholmes (8) 

and Wittig, Wilson 6). 

Highlights — Baker: Brendan Ecklebarger (Redmond) 3-4, 2b, run, RBI; Ryan Sanders (Southridge) 2-4, 2b, 

run; Cody Banks (Cedarcrest) 2-3, run; Jacob Dardano (Tumwater) 2b, run, 2 RBI. Adams: Michael Buehn 

(Wenatchee) 6-6, 5 runs, 2 SB, 2 RBI; Trevor Wharton (Heritage) 2-4, 2 BB, HR, 3 runs, 4 RBI; Miles Jackson 

(Bothell) 2-3, 3b, 3 runs, 3 RBI; Anthony Amicangelo (Bremerton) 2-5, run, 2 RBI; Kaleb Strawn (Tenino) 2b, 

2 runs; Johnny Sage (West Valley-Spo) 2b, run, RBI; Eli Wilson (Garfield) 2 runs, RBI; Grady Miller 

(Wenatchee) 2-3, run, RBI; Brandon Graves (Wenatchee) 3 IP, 1 BB, 4 K, 2 runs. 

  

Rainier 14, St. Helens 6 

St. Helens 000 303 00 — 6 7 3 

Rainier 510 005 3x — 14 12 4 



Falco, Milyard (4), Michalek (7) and Scheffler, Anderson (6); Mulholland, Wagner (4), Johnson (7) and Shaw, 

Ikuma (6). 

Highlights — St. Helens: Kole Milyard (North Kitsap) 2-2, 2 BB, 2 runs, 3 IP; Alex McGarry (Columbia 

River) 2b, run, RBI; Taylor Easterly (Columbia River) 2b, 2 RBI. Rainier: Jake Mulholland (Snohomish) 3 IP, 0 

runs, 2 hits, 1 BB, 5 K; Troy Johnson (Rogers-Puy) 2-2, 2 3b, run, 2 RBI, 2 IP, 2 BB, 3 K; Jack Machtolf 

(Gonzaga Prep) 2b, 2 runs, RBI; Nolan McCafferty (Woodinville) SB, 2 runs; Timbo Taylor (Brewster) 2b, run, 

2 RBI; Brandon Anderson (Hockinson) 2-4, 2 runs, 2 RBI. 

 


