
Defense wins the day, series for Team Adams 

YAKIMA — A day after lashing line drives all over Parker Faller Field and lighting up the scoreboard for 21 

runs, Preston Fullington and Team Adams showed what they can do on the mound Sunday afternoon. 

Fullington put up three scoreless innings to start and combined with two other pitchers on a five-hitter as Adams 

took down Rainier 8-1 in the championship game of the All-State Baseball Series. 

Handed the ball to start the game, Fullington was thrilled to show the form that made him Sumner’s ace during 

the Spartans’ run to the Class 3A state final four. Mostly because he felt awful. 

“The last three days, honestly, have been miserable. I think it’s strep throat,” he said with a pale, thin smile 

while holding his defensive MVP trophy. “I woke up today feeling pretty bad, but took some medicine and 

powered through it. As bad as I felt, I wouldn’t miss this for anything.” 

After getting stung for a double off the wall on the first pitch, Fullington retired nine of the next 10 batters, 

struck out one in each inning and exited with a 6-0 lead through three frames. It was a quick and efficient 

outing, just what an ailing pitcher needed. 

“I knew on Saturday that the coaches wanted me to start today, so I didn’t say anything about being sick,” said 

Fullington, who threw a one-hitter with 10 strikeouts in a first-round state win over Eastside Catholic. “I was 

just happy to have the opportunity to be here. What I’m really happy about was being able to pitch the way I 

can — I had decent stuff today. These guys wanted to win this and I wanted to help out as much as I could.” 

Adams got all it needed in the second inning, plating four runs in a rally that sent 10 batters to the plate. 

Ferndale’s Kyle Sandstrom punched a two-run single to left and two batters later Johnny Sage of West Valley-

Spokane hit a two-run double for a 5-1 lead. 

Sandstrom kept a hot bat all afternoon, going 4 for 5 with three RBI in the title game to earn the offensive MVP 

trophy. He felt a little uncomfortable getting the award considering that Adams rolled up 29 runs with heavy 

contributions up and down the lineup. Especially from Wenatchee’s Michael Buehn, who went 6 for 6 on 

Saturday. 

“I thought he should probably get it, but this is cool for me and my family,” said Sandstrom, who played left 

field the entire game. “These guys are amazing, so many great hitters. And we had great pitching, too.” 

Sandstrom plays for Bellingham’s Post 7 Senior Legion team and hopes to return to Yakima for the state 

tournament at the end of July. After that he’s headed to Lower Columbia Community College where he will one 

day possibly dig in to face Fullington, who’s going to Olympic. 

Sage also had himself a weekend with three doubles. After his big hit in the second inning, he added another 

two-bagger in the sixth and later scored Adams’ final run. The Great Northern League MVP and WSU recruit is 

the third All-State player in his family. His father Joe played in the 1989 Series and his uncle Andy played in 

1994. 

Bremerton’s Zane Zurbrugg, whose brother Zach played here two years ago, batted leadoff for Adams and 

scored four runs. 



Heritage’s Trevor Wharton provided a combination of Adams’ power and pitching. After clubbing the only 

home run of the weekend and driving in four runs on Saturday, he closed out Sunday’s championship game 

with two hitless innings. 

In the game for third place, Marysville-Pilchuck teammates Trent Tingelstad and Tristan Southard combined for 

four hits and three runs scored in Team Baker’s 5-4 win over Team St. Helens. 

St. Helens got a stellar start from Columbia River’s Taylor Easterly, who retired nine consecutive batters in his 

three innings with five strikeouts. He also hit an RBI double and scored in the second inning to help his team 

open a 3-0 lead. 

Baker was hitless through four innings but broke out with four runs in the fifth to take the lead for good. 

St. Helens made it interesting in the bottom of the eighth when, trailing 5-4, Davis’ Jonathan Imperial crushed a 

two-out triple over the centerfielder head. Toledo’s Wes Kuzminsky thought he had himself a game-tying hit 

but was robbed by the second baseman’s leaping catch to end the game. 

Imperial also drew two walks and scored a run. 

  

CHAMPIONSHIP 

Adams 8, Rainier 1 

Rainier 000 100 00 — 1 5 1 

Adams 141 011 0x — 8 11 0 

Foster, Miller (3), Rawls (6) and Ikuma, Boesel (4), Shaw (7); Fullington, Gideon (4), Wharton (7) and Wilson, 

Wittig (5). 

Highlights — Rainier: Ryan Shaw (Lakeside-Sea) 1-2, 2b, run; Nolan McCafferty (Woodinville) 1-2, 2b. 

Adams: Preston Fullington (Sumner) 3 IP, 0 runs, 1 hit, 1 BB, 3 K; Trevor Wharton (Heritage) 2 IP, 0 runs, 0 

hits, 0 BB, 2 K; Kyle Sandstrom (Ferndale) 4-5, run, 3 RBI; Johnny Sage (West Valley-Spo) 2-3, 2 2b, run, 2 

RBI; Zane Zurbrugg (Bremerton) 4 runs. 

  

THIRD-FOURTH PLACE 

Baker 5, St. Helens 4 

Baker 000 040 10 — 5 7 2 

St. Helens 030 000 01 — 4 5 0 

Knapp, Pottratz (4), Biggs (5), Bird (6), Dardano (7), Asinas (8) and Bustard, Wagner (4); Easterly, Cleary (4), 

Anderson (7), Kuzminsky (8) and Tolrud, Scheffler (5). 



Highlights — Baker: Clay Ashworth (Okanogan) 1-2, 2 BB, RBI; Trent Tingelstad (Marysville-Pilchuck) 2-2, 

SB, 2 runs; Tristan Southard (Marysville-Pilchuck) 2-3, run, RBI. St. Helens: Taylor Easterly (Columbia River) 

3 IP, 0 runs, 0 hits, 0 BB, 5 K, 1-2, 2b, run, RBI; Jonathan Imperial (Davis) 1-2, 2 BB, 3b, run; David Johnson 

(Chief Sealth) 1-3, run. 

Offensive MVP: Kyle Sandstrom, Ferndale. 

Defensive MVP: Preston Fullington, Sumner. 

 


