
A Busy Week Keeps Going For Top Prep Baseball Players  
 

 

For most seniors, this is the best week of their young lives.  

 

Final classes, graduation, emotional farewells, parties and class trips. And for a select group of baseball players, 

it's even more hectic.  

 

The All-State Baseball Series traditionally falls on this busiest of weekends for seniors and for the first time it 

will be held in Yakima at Parker Field.  

 

Seventy-five players representing 60 schools from Class 4A to 1B will participate in the two-day, four-game 

event and for some of those all-stars the anxious moments of this week were compounded even more with 

Major League Baseball's amateur draft.  

 

Two pitchers scheduled to play this weekend were taken about 15 minutes apart in the two-day draft - Jackson's 

Geoff Brown was picked in the 23rd round by the Kansas City Royals and Hudson's Bay's Greg Peavey was 

claimed by the New York Yankees moments later.  

 

Both players had hopeful expectations of going much higher, especially the highly regarded Peavey, but in the 

event they don't sign both have attractive back-up plans. Brown has signed with the University of Washington 

and Peavey was an early signee with Oregon State.  

 

Peavey, a 6-foot-2 right-hander who is affiliated with agent Scott Boras, was projected as the top high school 

prospect in the state by several scouting sources in the preseason and he was named the Gatorade Player of the 

Year for the entire state.  

 

Also an all-state basketball player in the winter, Peavey had a 4-2 record with one save and a 1.83 ERA this 

spring. He struck out 78 batters and issued just one walk in 42 innings.  

 

Peavey told a reporter on Friday he intends to play for a summer team in Corvallis while the Yankees further 

monitor his progress. New York might then agree to a Boras-negotiated deal or Peavey may decide to stick with 

scholarship at Oregon State.  

 

Despite the fall in the draft, Peavey called that a "win-win situation."  

 

Brown, a 5-11 lefty, was on Jackson's state-championship team in 2006 and this season finished 6-2 with a 0.93 

ERA and 83 strikeouts in 45 innings.  

 

Should Brown and Peavey stick with their college plans they would be eligible for the 2009 draft.  

Later on Friday, four other players on this weekend's All-State rosters were selected. The Twins claimed two 

infielders who are both Washington recruits - Washington's Julien Pollard and Auburn's Troy Scott - and 

Mariner catcher Braden Degamo and Peninsula third baseman Stephen Hagen were also drafted.  

 

Peavey, Pollard and Degamo are all on Team B, which plays Team A at noon today followed by the second 

eight-inning game at 3:15 p.m. Brown is on Team A but may not participate until Sunday because of graduation 

commitments.  

 

On Sunday, the losers play at 10:25 a.m. followed by the championship game at 1:35 p.m.  

 

WHO GOES WHERE: How do you divide up 75 players into four teams? Not easily.  



All-State organizers toiled for days to finalize the four rosters and the final version resulted in three teams with 

19 players and one with 18.  

 

An effort is made to keep the top three players selected from a given feeder game on the same team. Then 

organizers conducted what was basically a draft, filling in position needs and making sure each squad had its 

bases covered.  

 

"It's not exactly scientific," said Mel Moore, one of the tournament directors. "The main thing is making sure 

there's some depth and balance on each team. Sorting things out, especially with graduations involved, took 

quite a while."  

 

NEW HOME: Before coming to Yakima this weekend, the All-State Series spent 23 years at Eastmont High 

School under the diligent guidance of longtime former EHS coach Dan White.  

White decided after such a lengthy run that he and his volunteer support staff had hosted the annual event long 

enough.  

 

The birth of the series dates back to the 1940s when Seattle all-stars played the rest of the state at former Sicks 

Stadium. White took it over in 1984.  

 

COME AND GET IT: A banquet for players and coaches will be held tonight at the Clarion Hotel. The public is 

welcome and tickets for non-participants are $15.  

 

Guest speakers include Washington State coach Donnie Marbut, Washington coach Ken Knutsen, Yakima 

Mayor Dave Edler and former high school coach Marty O'Brien.  

 

PARKER REVISITED: Many players will be revisiting Parker Field, which hosts numerous statewide Senior 

and Junior Legion summer tournaments.  

 

One of those is Snohomish's Nick Hammons, who two years ago played on the Cinderella team of the Senior 

Legion state tournament, the Snohomish Pilchuckers.  

 

Coached by Nick's father, Kim, the Pilchuckers reached the semifinals before falling to powerhouse 

Kennewick. Nick Hammons pitched a complete game in that finale with his brother, Jake, catching.  

 

PITCH AND PUTT: Mark Morris' Ian Dahl, a pitcher on Team D, is a two-sport athlete - in the same season.  

The Monarchs had a disappointing end to a season in which they were ranked No. 1 in Class 2A most of the 

spring, but Dahl immediately turned his attention to golf. The 6-1, 175-pound lefty tied for sixth in the 2A state 

tournament last month and has committed to Cal for golf.  

 

As a sophomore, Dahl competed in the 3A state golf tourney the day before playing first base for Mark Morris 

in the state semifinals against O'Dea.  

 

That summer Dahl played for the Red Lion Legion team that qualified for state at Parker Field.  

 

PROUD OF THE CLOUD: The Richland trio of Tyler Thompson, Nick Leid and Nick Lundgren will enjoy the 

ideal send-off for their 4A championship season, playing together on Team A.  

 

The Bombers finished with an 18-game win streak, beating upstart Snohomish and Hammons 7-3 in the title 

game at Safeco Field for the program's second state crown in three years.  

 

Thompson, headed to Portland, was a double threat this spring with a 10-1 pitching record and 11 home runs, 

and Nevada-bound Leid was 4-0 with a .464 batting average.  



DOUBLING UP: Familiarity won't be as much of an issue for Team D, which has two sets of teammates from 

Sehome and Bothell and is coached by Bothell's Paul Moody.  

 

Two weeks ago, the Sehome tandem of Jordan Chambers and Kai Hatch led the Mariners to the 2A state title. 

Chambers' 12-strikeout, three-hitter beat Hockinson in the semifinals and Hatch followed with a two-hitter 

against Selah in the final.  

 

Chambers, whose headed to Midland Junior College in Texas, finished with these gaudy season numbers: 12-0 

record, 0.60 ERA, 130 strikeouts.  

 

BEARS WITH A BITE: Joining Richland with three All-State players is Tahoma, which bounced back from a 

surprising 6-0 loss to Snohomish in the 4A state semifinals to beat Bothell 8-7 for third place.  

 

When Moody was asked about Tahoma the coach commented, "It's feels like we're looking at the New York 

Yankees over there."  

 

That's because the Bears touted five Division I recruits this season. Those coming to Yakima are pitcher Kirk 

Wetmore (Washington), outfielder Riley Tubbs (WSU) and shortstop David Bentrott (UW). Tahoma is also 

sending infielders J.R. Roland (WSU) and J.J. Thompson (Cal Poly) on to college.  

 

TRIPLEHEADER: Several players in the All-State Series are three-sport athletes but none could outshine 

Tubbs, who last week was named the Seattle Times' overall player of the year.  

 

The 6-2 standout was the SPSL North's defensive back of the year in football, led Tahoma's basketball team in 

scoring and batted .480 with a .940 slugging percentage this spring. The 14th home run of his career came at 

Safeco Field in the season finale.  

 

Tubbs and Wetmore are both on Team C, which includes four local players and is coached by Naches Valley's 

Bill Walker and Selah's Brooks Archer.  

 

DOUBLEHEADER: Bothell shortstop Cody Atkinson, a member of Team D with his teammate Chris Dennis, 

is headed to Occidental College in California to play baseball and football.  

 

Atkinson, a two-year captain and quarterback on the football team, threw for 1,712 yards and 14 touchdowns 

last fall for the Cougars, who survived a state-record nine-overtime playoff game with Pasco.  

 

Atkinson's father, Ray, was also a shortstop who played on two NAIA World Series teams while at Lewis-Clark 

State.  

 

 


