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By Scott Spruill 

YAKIMA, Wash. -- Among the 72 senior all-stars who are playing in the All-State Baseball Series today and 

Sunday, there are dozens of league MVPs. 

None of them is more surprised about it than Davis’ Trenton Dupre. 

It isn’t often coaches pick their top player from a fourth-place team, but it isn’t often a player turns in a season 

like Dupre’s in the Columbia Basin Big Nine. The pitching didn’t surprise anyone — the Davis lefty had been 

an all-league hurler since his sophomore year. 

But factor in a massive spike in hitting and there’s your difference maker. In addition to his 2.15 ERA on the 

mound, Dupre hiked his average to .525 and drove in 31 runs for the Pirates. 

“I knew I had a chance (at the MVP) but I was shocked to actually receive it,” Dupre said. “I’ve always had 

confidence in pitching, but I knew I had to work a lot on hitting. Batting fourth for us and trying to be the big 

contributor for us as a senior, that was the main thing I worked on.” 

Dupre worked with coaches on using more body in his swing rather than relying so much on his hands. He 

generated more torque into his upper body by getting his lower half started earlier and it paid off huge. 

“I had no idea I’d hit over .500,” he said. “I was hoping for mid- to upper-300s so I was real happy about that, 

shocked really. I used more body and also took pitchers deeper into counts and saw more pitches. All that made 

a big difference.” 

Dupre has a lot of baseball ahead of him this year. After a third summer with the Yakima Pepsi Beetles he’ll be 

off to Tishomingo, Okla., and Murray State College, a two-year college that won the NJCAA Division II 

national title last week. Murray State got a package deal that also includes Davis’ Jacob Sanders, Dupre’s best 

friend from grade school, and East Valley’s Hunter Hanson, a longtime summer teammate of both who is also 

playing in the All-State Series. 

Dupre and Hanson will join Goldendale catcher Lucas Denney this weekend on Team Adams, which plays in 

today’s first game at 11:30 a.m. That leaves time for Dupre and Hanson to join the Beetles for an evening 

doubleheader with the Yakima Valley Pepsi Pak. 

“I’m looking forward to all of it,” he said. “A lot of baseball is OK with me.” 

Linking sports: Chehalis pitcher Brady Calkins had a unique way of warming up for his start in the 2A state 

semifinals in Yakima two weeks ago. Earlier in the week he placed second in the 2A state golf tournament. The 

first-day leader shot rounds of 70 and 75 at challenging Chambers Bay in Tacoma. 

Calkins, who got an extra day of rest when the semifinals were postponed to Saturday because of rain, defeated 

Clarkston while fanning nine to push his season record to 9-0 with a 0.95 ERA. The Bearcats (24-3) went on to 

rout Tumwater 12-0 for the title. 



Serving country: North Thurston’s Tyler Ridgeway can only play today for Team St. Helens but he has a good 

reason. The pitcher-outfielder will leave for Annapolis, Maryland, to join the United States Naval Academy. He 

plans to apply his 3.937 GPA toward studying mechanical engineering. The Evergreen Conference MVP pitcher 

(7-2, 0.89, 93K) was also captain of the swim team and competed at state four straight years. 

Opposing Ridgeway today on Team Rainier will be Peninsula’s Alex Weymiller, who is headed to the West 

Point Military Academy. The three-time all-leaguer hopes to become a doctor. 

Draft tracking: Last year four players in the Series were selected in the Major League Baseball draft just prior to 

coming to Yakima. This year, with the draft schedule changed, some may get the call today. 

Just the first 10 rounds were conducted Thursday and Friday with the remaining bulk — rounds 11 through 40 

— scheduled for today. Playing in the Series and rated among the state’s top 10 by Baseball Northwest are 

Montesano’s Layne Bruner, Anacortes’ Bill King and Snohomish’s Russell Crippen. 

Kentwood’s Reese McGuire was taken with the 14th overall pick by Pittsburgh on Thursday, and Wenatchee’s 

Dustin Driver was taken in the seven round by Oakland on Friday. 

Nonstop senior: Goldendale catcher Lucas Denney, a four-year all-leaguer headed to Spokane Community 

College, could use a break. He started his senior year as a two-way SCAC West first-team football player who 

passed for 1,401 yards and led the team in rushing, then he was the basketball team’s top scorer. This spring 

Denney drove in 26 runs and posted a 1.98 ERA. 

Banquet tonight: Tonight’s All-State banquet will be held at the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center (1507 

No. 1st) starting at 7 p.m. The banquet is free for players and coaches and $20 for non-participants. 

Around the diamond 

• Mead’s Dan Mattingly is a 6-foot-5, 225-pound outfielder who was one of the nation’s top football recruits. 

After initially committing to Notre Dame a year ago he signed his letter of intent with Oregon. 

• North Kitsap’s AJ Milyard, Cashmere’s Dylan Tarver and Naches Valley’s Koleman Johns have also been 

selected to play in the Earl Barden Classic football game (for 2A-1A-2B players) on June 22 in Yakima. 

• Lynden outfielder Luke Christianson, the Northwest Conference MVP, set a school record in the fall scoring 

30 touchdowns for the 2A state championship football team. 

• West Seattle coach Velko Vitalich, who will coach Team Rainier and his star player Sam Hellinger, is a 1973 

West Seattle grad who has coached the program for 27 years. 

• Glen Walker, coach of Team Adams, started Auburn Mountainview’s program eight years ago and led the 

Lions to the 3A state title this season. His ace, Nick Brooks, was 11-0 and batted .548 and is on the Adams 

roster. 

• Cascade catcher Michael Mazza started every varsity game over his four years, a run of 91 consecutive games. 

• In his first game of the season against Columbia River, Heritage’s Dakota Clevidence went 4 for 4 with three 

home runs and nine RBI. 

• Bremerton’s Matt Noll, a 5-foot-7, 150-pound shortstop and centerfielder, had 27 stolen bases this season. 


