
All-State Baseball Series: Tahoma Pitcher Saves the Day - Twice  

 

East Valley High’s Chase Oldham, playing for Team Adams, bats during the first game of the All-State Baseball Series 

at Parker Faller Field in Yakima, Wash. on Saturday, June 9, 2018. (Amanda Ray, Yakima Herald-Republic 

YAKIMA, Wash. - In one season, Nick Dazell transformed himself from a bullpen arm into the ace of Tahoma’s 

pitching staff. 

This weekend in the All-State Baseball Series he was both — an ace reliever. 

After closing out Saturday’s win with two hitless innings and four strikeouts, Dazell was called on Sunday to save the 

championship game and he did exactly that as Team Baker held off fast-closing St. Helens for a 10-7 victory at Parker 

Faller Field. 

“I thought I was done for the tournament, but when they asked me if I wanted to go again I was excited,” Dazell said. 

“It was great to get another chance to go out there.” 

In what started as a rout and ended up as a tense duel, Dazell was called on to protect a three-run lead after St. Helens 

rallied within 10-7 with three runs in the seventh. The 6-foot-2, 210-pound right-hander quickly got the first out in the 

eighth but then elevated the ball too much, which resulted in a walk and hit batter and brought the tying run to the plate. 

But Team Baker got a huge break when Highline’s Nicholas Hovland was picked off at first, and Dazell then slammed 

the door with a strikeout to end the game. 



“Going into games late like this is a whole different mentality than starting,” said Dazell, who was 7-0 this spring for 

the Bears with a 0.49 earned-run average. “The last couple years, and especially last summer, I’ve been doing camps 

that are structured for you to come in and get an inning or two. I like to start for sure, but I also like coming in late to 

finish. Having these opportunities this weekend was awesome.” 

While Dazell’s three hitless innings and five strikeouts earned him the Defensive MVP award, Team Baker also had 

stellar pitching up front as Southridge’s Wyatt Hull threw two perfect innings with three punchouts to start the game. 

This weekend was something of a curtain call for Southridge, which had three players on Team Baker two weeks after 

winning the Class 3A state title. 

After plating five runs in the top of the fourth, it looked like the outcome was well in hand with Baker’s lead ballooning 

to 8-0. But St. Helens cut the deficit in half in the bottom of the fourth and kept itself in the game with another three 

runs in the seventh, setting the stage for Dazell. 

For the first time since the All-State Series moved to Yakima in 2007, a Class 2B player earned the Offensive MVP 

award. Zach Brown of Wahkiakum was 2 for 3 with a double, run and RBI in the title game and had three hits in the 

Series, which was generally dominated by pitching. 

Both MVPs are headed to California for college — Dazell to Division III Harvey Mudd in Claremont and Brown to 

Modesto Junior College. 

Dazell was just part of a special weekend for Tahoma baseball in Yakima. Coach Russ Hayden, the Bears’ head coach 

since 1993, was inducted into the Washington State Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame on Saturday, not long after he won 

the coin flip that broke a 3-3 tie with Team Adams and sent his team into the title game. 

Hayden’s Baker crew also got a double lift from Evergreen’s Tommy Snyder, who sparked the big fourth frame with a 

two-run single and later contributed two scoreless innings of relief. 

In Sunday’s first game, an all-out slugfest took over from the opening pitch with seven runs in the first inning. Then a 

surprising thing happened — nothing. 

Team Rainier’s out-of-the-gate 5-2 lead over Adams was followed, remarkably, by seven scoreless innings. 

Meadowdale’s Tommy Dimmock, Connell’s Tristan Garland and Mercer Island’s Robert Weaver combined for 

Rainier’s long work with six innings that saw Adams batters manage just two singles. 

Dimmock was especially sharp with a run of five consecutive strikeouts in the third and fourth innings. Garland also 

had an RBI single and stolen base in Rainier’s decisive five-run first inning. 

For Adams, Cashmere’s Tyler Chipman threw three hitless frames between the fourth and sixth. 

Ellensburg’s Gage Gibson (Rainier) and East Valley’s Chase Oldham (Adams) each had a base hit, and Gibson also 

had a stolen base and run scored. 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

Baker 10, St. Helens 7 

Baker 210 500 20 — 10 10 1 

St. Helens 000 400 30 — 7 9 4 



Hull, Harvey (3), Snyder (5), Brown (7), Dazell (8) and Hailey, Williamson (5); Richards, Franceschina (4), DeVolve 

(7) and Marks, Peoples (5). 

Highlights — Baker: Wyatt Hull (Southridge) 2 IP, 0 hits, 3 K; Zach Brown (Wahkiakum) 2-3, 2b, run, RBI; Tommy 

Snyder (Evergreen) 1-4, run, 2 RBI, 2 IP, 0 runs, 2 K; Eli Graham (Fife) 2-4, 2b, 2 runs; Leo Rivera (O’Dea) 1-1, 2b, 

run. St. Helens: Brett Gillis (Cascade) 2-4, run, 2 RBI; Ryan Hecker (North Kitsap) 2-2, run, RBI; Dakota Hawkins 

(W.F. West) 1-2, 2b, run. 

THIRD-PLACE GAME 

Rainier 5, Adams 2 

Rainier 500 000 00 — 5 8 1 

Adams 200 000 00 — 2 5 3 

Huber, Dimmock (3), Garland (5), Weaver (7) and Stibal, Francis (5), Luton (7); Anderson, Chipman (4), Burkett (7) 

and Pereira, Garcia (5). 

Highlights — Rainier: Tommy Dimmock (Meadowdale) 2 IP, 5 K, 0 hits, 1-2, 2b; Parker Huber (Colfax) 1-2, 2b, run, 

2 RBI, 2 IP; Tristan Garland (Connell) 1-2, run, SB, RBI, 2 IP, 0 runs, 1 hit; Zac Berryman (Ephrata) 1-3, run, RBI; 

Gage Gibson (Ellensburg) 1-3, run, SB; Brannan Meriwether (King’s Way) 1-1, 2b. Adams: Tyler Chipman 

(Cashmere) 3 IP, 0 hits, 1 BB, 2 K, 1-2, 2b; Simon Burkett (Meridian) 2 IP, 0 runs, 1-3, RBI; Chase Oldman (East 

Valley) 1-1. 

 


