
ALL-STATE SERIES 

All-State Series Another Feat for Puyallup’s Carter Wallace 

 

YAKIMA, Wash. — If a trio of players from Puyallup can extend their remarkable mojo another couple weeks, 

the favored mountain for the All-State Baseball Series will undoubtedly be Team St. Helens. 

Seniors Michael Newstrom, Carter Wallace and Zack Larson will enjoy a curtain call this weekend at Parker 

Faller Field, where they will break out their Viking uniforms two weeks after capturing the Class 4A state title 

in dramatic style at Safeco Field. 

After losing its first two games in March, Puyallup won its next 25 and that included three one-run victories in 

the state tournament. Newstrom was the winning pitcher in two of the four games, and Wallace’s two-run single 

rallied the Vikings to a 5-4 semifinal win over Skyview — the surprise team that knocked West Valley out in 

the first round. 

Newstrom is a high-command lefty headed to Washington State and was half of Puyallup’s formidable pitching 

tandem with Michael Spellacy, a Gonzaga signee. 

But a year ago, Wallace never would have imagined being among the state’s elite in Yakima this week. Or even 

being in Puyallup’s lineup. 



After struggling along with a .160 batting average as a backup, the corner infielder transformed himself into a 

highly instrumental piece of Puyallup’s title run, batting .440 with an 18-game hit streak. 

Wallace didn’t just take a few more swings in the cage. He lifted weights in the morning before school all 

through the off-season, was relentless with his hitting and running drills and worked concession sales at 

University of Washington games to pay for additional hitting instruction. 

After beating Kentlake for the title he posted this: “Hard work pays off! I have accomplished every goal I set for 

myself this year. Now I’m a state champ.” 

 Out of the Ordinary 

While Wallace is likely the first All-State selection to not start for his team as a junior, he can share a sense of 

uniqueness with St. Helens teammate Sammy Abbott, who is most definitely the first All-Stater to earn 10 state 

medals in swimming. 

The 6-foot-5, 225-pound Curtis senior is a standout first baseman with a .438 batting average, but he’s headed 

to Long Beach State on a water polo scholarship. 

On the final day of the 4A state swim championships last February, he placed second in the 100 freestyle, third 

in the 50 free and anchored a pair of top-four relays. Abbott’s mother was an Olympic swimmer for the former 

Soviet Union in the 1980s. 

 Baseball at the Beach 

Rainier Beach’s baseball program was on the brink a year ago. Worse than the two wins over five seasons, 

including a 42-0 loss to Garfield last year, was the aging and scare equipment and mismatched uniforms. 

But instead of co-opting with Cleveland or disbanding the program, first-year coach Gerald Smiley grew 

dwindling turnout and asked for help from Rainier Beach’s Seattle community by creating a GoFundMe post. 

The goal was $27,000 and the response was $42,646. 

The rejuvenated Vikings won their season opener 10-9 in front of a big home crowd, went on to win 10 games 

this spring and have a player in the All-State Series. Pitcher Marcos Cuenca, who struck out 101 in 522/3 

innings, is on Team Baker. 

 Glad to be back 

Southridge’s Mason Martin, a member of Team Adams this weekend, will enjoy returning to Parker Faller 

Field, where last summer his Kennewick Outlaws won the American Senior Legion state title and went on to 

the World Series. 

Martin was a power-hitting brute this spring for the Suns, who fell to Gig Harbor in the 3A state championship 

final at Safeco. The 6-2, 210-pound corner infielder batted .507 with six homers and had the discipline to draw 

three walks in the state semifinal game. 

The Gonzaga signee, who graduated last week and then whisked off to Florida for some pre-draft workouts, was 

a state and regional champion and national finalist in an architecture/design competition. 

  



More cardiac kids 

King’s Way Christian’s Garrett Wellman (Team Rainier) is also returning to Yakima with fond memories after 

the Knights won the 1A state title at County Stadium. 

And while Puyallup’s run to the 4A title was filled with narrow wins, the Vikings didn’t corner the market. 

King’s Way won its four state games by a total of five runs — 1-0, 7-6, 4-3 and 5-3. 

Wellman, an outfielder headed to Whitworth, was 2 for 2 with a double and two runs in the championship 

game, earning the school’s first state title in any sport for the 13-year-old school. 

 Around the diamond 

The All-State Series features 76 seniors divided into four teams and nearly all of them will be playing 

collegiately. But not all — like Abbott — will be in baseball. 

Battle Ground teammates Max Randle and Gunner Talkington, both on Team St. Helens, are football recruits. 

Randle, a defensive back, is headed to Central Washington while Talkington, a quarterback with 77 career 

touchdowns and 25 of them to Randle, is on his way to EWU. 

• Fife’s Wes Nixon (Rainier) and Napavine’s Wyatt Stanley (Baker) will be back in Yakima in two weeks for 

the Earl Barden Classic all-star football game. 

• Kittitas’ Jerome Lael (Adams) batted .554 with 31 RBI for the Coyotes this spring, which capped a long and 

busy senior year. After earning first-team all-EWAC honors at two positions in football, Lael placed fourth at 

195 pounds in the 2B state wrestling tournament. 

• Seattle Prep’s Jesse Franklin (Rainier), the state’s Gatorade player of the year and a Michigan recruit, was all 

signed up for the Series but came down with appendicitis this week. 

• Liberty Bell’s Derek Alumbaugh has the unusual distinction of being a first-team all-league pick for five 

years. The Lions are in a league that allows eighth-graders on varsity teams and Alumbaugh carried a .461 

batting average and 25-9 pitching record over his five seasons. 

• Full rosters appeared in Friday’s edition and are available at www.allstatebaseball.com/ 

Saturday’s banquet at the Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel starts at 7 p.m. The guest speakers will be Levi Lacey 

(Everett CC) and Donegal Fergus (UW assistant). Tickets can be purchased at Saturday’s games. 

 

http://www.allstatebaseball.com/

