
ALL-STATE SERIES 

Selah's Dac Archer Shows Patience, Poise at the Plate in All-

State Series Opener 

Shortstop scored the only run of the game for Team Adams 

 

YAKIMA, Wash. — Dac Archer simply will not chase a borderline pitch and will not waste an at-bat. That’s 

what growing up in a baseball family teaches you. 

It’s a discipline so deeply ingrained that the CWAC’s co-MVP repeatedly checked himself Saturday afternoon 

when all he wanted to do was hack. 

Against some of the state’s best high school pitching and throughout a duel dominated from the mound, Archer 

extracted four consecutive walks in the opening game of the All-State Baseball Series at Parker Faller Field. 

Batting leadoff and playing the entire game at shortstop, Archer set the table nicely in the first, third, fifth and 

seventh innings but his Team Adams crew managed just two hits and fell 2-1 to Team Baker and Cashmere’s 

Tanner Van Lith, who swatted a two-run homer and earned the save. 

It was a day of firsts for Archer, who played three games in one day and drew the four walks in a single contest. 

After his All-State game he hustled over to Carlon Park to play two games for the Yakima Valley Pepsi Pak. 



“Four walks, no, I don’t think I ever have done that before,” said Archer, who scored the lone run for Adams in 

the fifth frame. “I was up there looking to swing it. In a game like this, that’s what you want to do. But I just 

wasn’t seeing much to hit and I wanted to get on base to help us out.” 

Archer batted .484 for the Vikings this spring because he was patient and selective. Just like his well-schooled 

older brother Brooks Archer, who was the CWAC MVP in 2007 and played in the All-State Series the first year 

it was held here. 

“When you’re younger you take more pitches, or at least you should, because you know the older hitters are 

coming up behind you,” Dac Archer said of his plate development. “Then, when you’re older you become the 

guy to swing more and drive those runs in. The main thing is don’t chase pitches — that’s just getting yourself 

out. Take what they give you and today I did that.” 

Van Lith did see one pitch he liked and didn’t miss it. 

After Michael Attalah of Cedar Park Christian singled with one out in the second inning, Van Lith clubbed a 

shot over the rightfield wall for a 2-0 lead and all the offense Team Baker would generate or need. It was Van 

Lith’s only home run of the spring, but there was a reason for that. 

“I broke my hand — hit by a pitch — in March and missed most of the season,” he said. “Fortunately I made it 

back in time for the playoffs and we made it to the final four. I have hit a few homers before so it wasn’t super 

surprising for me. I just felt it a little bit and got a nice pitch.” 

Van Lith felt like most of the other hitters the rest of the game, striking out twice, and then he came on in the 

eighth and final inning to protect the one-run lead. After getting two quick outs, he issued two straight walks 

before a sharp lineout to shortstop ended the game. 

“I had to put a little entertainment in there, but the shortstop saved me,” Van Lith said. “The coaches said I 

might have an opportunity to close, depending on the situation, and I was glad to be able to. As you could see 

from my other two at-bats this was definitely a pitcher’s duel.” 

And Team Baker clearly got the best of it. 

Starter Gabe Smith from Sumner worked three scoreless innings with one hit, and Attalah, an Oregon State 

recruit, put up two goose eggs in the sixth and seventh to set up Van Lith’s save. 

Who Team Baker will play in Sunday’s championship game remains in question thanks to a pesky thunderstorm 

and the All-State banquet Saturday evening, which required a stoppage of play by 6 p.m. 

Interrupted early by an hour-long weather delay, Team Rainier held a 7-3 lead over St. Helens when the game 

was called. It will be resumed Sunday at 10 a.m. with the consolation and championship games to follow. 

Not surprisingly, most pitchers weren’t sharp after the delay in the damp and cool surroundings. Nic Sokol of 

Mount Vernon swatted a three-run double in the second to put Rainier up 4-1 and his team added three more 

runs in the fifth. 

Zillah’s Parker Sandlin led off in St. Helens’ starting lineup, drew a pair of walks and scored the teams’ first 

run. 

  



Game 1 

Baker 020 000 00 — 2 4 1 

Adams 000 010 00 — 1 2 2 

Smith, Cantino-Kennedy (4), Attalah (6), Van Lith (8) and McCormick, Cokos (5); Sheward, Sandifer (4), 

Wlodarchak (8) and Tomlinson, Sheward (7). 

Highlights — Baker: Tanner Van Lith (Cashmere) 1-3, 2-run HR, 1 IP, save; Michael Attalah (Cedar Park 

Christian) 2-3, run, 2 IP, 2 K, 0 runs; Gabe Smith (Sumner) 3 IP, 1 hit, 0 runs, 2 K. Adams: Kyle Sandifer 

(Snohomish) 4 IP, 1 hit, 0 runs, 3 K; Dac Archer (Selah) 4 BB, run. 

Game 2 (suspended) 

Rainier 130 03 — 7 7 1 

St. Helens 120 00 — 3 4 0 

Armbruester, Coyne (4) and McCannel; Newstrom, Borzane (3), Sandlin (5) and McGuire. 

Highlights — Rainier: Nic Sokol (Mt. Vernon) 1-2, 2b, run, 3 RBI; DeShawn Johnson (Emerald Ridge) 2-3, 

2b, run, RBI; Marcus McCannel (Eastside Catholic) 2-3, run, RBI. Wes Nixon (Fife) 1-3, run, RBI. St. Helens: 

Mason Marenco (Mount Si) 1-3, RBI; Shane McGuire (Kentwood) 1-2, RBI. 

 


