
Knoll Ahead of his Class at All-State Baseball Series 

Cashmere infielder making the first of two all-star visits to Yakima this month 

YAKIMA, Wash. -- Kross Knoll can take a hit and certainly deliver one, a hard-nosed quality he will no doubt show 

later this month in the Earl Barden Classic football game. 

But a stout noggin also came in handy on Saturday for the Cashmere senior, who drew the two biggest crowd responses 

on the first day of the All-State Baseball Series. 

First came a second-inning at-bat when he got plunked by a pitch, a helmet-clanging smack so loud and ominous that 

everyone at Parker Faller Field gasped in unison. 

Knoll was taken to the dugout, checked out, cleared to go and he returned to the field, where in the fourth inning he 

made a dazzling, spinning infield putout to keep the first game of the all-star doubleheader tied. 

“It was like the Russell Wilson play last season when he got whacked in the jaw — a little shocked but he went right 

back in,” Knoll said. “I was OK not taking the base, but I really wanted to keep playing. Making that play later, that 

was fun.” 

Kroll’s Team Adams, which included East Valley’s Chase Oldham and Zillah’s Drew VanKemseke, had the only 

extra-base hits of the game and five innings of hitless relief. 

But what it didn’t have was a little luck because the eight-inning game ended in a 3-3 tie and a coin flip sent Team 

Baker into Sunday’s 1:45 p.m. championship game against Team St. Helens, a 7-1 winner over Team Rainier. 

Knoll, who made his highlight play from third base, is a classic example of the mid-sized high school athlete that the 

All-State Series often attracts. Sure there are plenty of specialists among the 72 seniors, but there are also dual-sport 

athletes who love to compete in all seasons. 

“I’m playing football in college for sure, and I think baseball is a good possibility,” said Knoll, who’s headed to George 

Fox University in Newberg, Ore. “We had a pretty good year (at Cashmere) so it’s awesome to be able to play in these 

games and then come back next week for football. It’s a great experience.” 

Meridian’s Simon Burkett, who will also return to Yakima for the Earl Barden Classic on June 23, put Adams up 3-2 

with an RBI double in the fifth. But Mount Vernon’s Ian Fitzgerald tied it again with a sacrifice fly in the sixth. 

Team Baker couldn’t get much going with Kobe Morris of College Place and Austin Valdez of Moses Lake combining 

for the aforementioned five hitless frames to close out the game. 

But Tahoma’s Nick Dazell made two big contributions to the Baker effort and both came late. In the sixth he drew a 

walk, moved up twice on a wild pitch and passed ball and scored the tying run on Fitzgerald’s sacrifice fly. Then he 

cruised through the seventh and eighth from the mound, striking out four to preserve the tie. 

After a rain storm passed through during the break, St. Helens jumped ahead in the second game with a five-run second 

inning and had plenty of pitching to hold that to the finish. 

Bellarmine Prep’s Peter Allegro, a University of Portland signee, worked the first four innings with five strikeouts and 

exited with a 5-1 lead. North Kitsap’s Ryan Hecker then tacked on three clean innings with four punchouts to keep 

Rainier at bay. 

Some defensive highlights from Saturday’s play: 



• Graham-Kapowsin centerfielder Thomas Wheeler (Team Adams) recorded all three putouts in the second inning of 

game one, including a charging, diving grab for the second out. 

• Bonney Lake rightfielder Kaiden Hammond (Team Rainier), a CWU football recruit, hauled in a deep flyball in the 

third inning of game two and threw out a runner at home to complete an inning-ending doubleplay. 

• Colfax’s Parker Huber (Team Rainier) probably had the hardest-hit ball of the day, stinging a long liner to the base of 

the left-center wall in the sixth inning of game two. He tried to leg a double into a triple, but a double-relay beat him to 

the bag. 

The best thing about the play, while a bit unfortunate for Huber, was that his head-first slide stopped just short of third, 

ala Willie Mayes Hayes of Major League. 

Sunday’s schedule will have Adams and Rainier playing at 10:30 a.m. followed by Baker and St. Helens — which 

includes Naches Valley’s Evan DeVolve — in the title game at 1:45 p.m. 

Game 1 

Baker 201 001 00 — 3 4 0 

Adams 020 010 00 — 3 3 1 

Barokas, Graham (3), Yackley (5), Dazell (7) and Engman, Williamson (6); McLean, Morris (4), Valdez (7) and 

Garcia, Pereira (6). 

Highlights — Baker: Nick Dazell (Tahoma) 2 IP, 0 hits, 4 K, 1-3, run. Adams: Simon Burkett (Meridian) 1-2, 2b, 

run; Preston Viltz (Kentridge) 1-2, 2b, RBI; Kobe Morris (College Place) 3 IP, 0 hits; Austin Valdez (Moses Lake) 2 

IP, 0 hits. 

Game 2 

Rainier 000 100 00 — 1 7 4 

St. Helens 050 001 01 — 7 10 4 

Copeland, Davenport (2), Sellers (5), Hammond (7) and Luton; Allegro, Hecker (5), Hovland (8) and Peoples, Marks 

(6). 

Highlights — Rainier: Trevor Abitia (Lynden) 2-3, 2b, RBI; Parker Huber (Colfax) 1-2, 2b; Trent Sellers 

(Kennewick) 2-3; Zac Berryman (Ephrata) 1-2, 2b. St. Helens: Trevor Bentley (Camas) 3-5, 2b, run, RBI; Fred Bucson 

(Central Kitsap) 2-3, run, RBI; Ryan Hecker (North Kitsap) 3 IP, 4 K, 1-1, 2b, run; Brett Gillis (Cascade) 2-5, 2 SB; 

Peter Allegro (Bellarmine Prep) 4 IP, 5 K, 1 ER. 

 


