
Zillah's VanKemske Gets Chance to Play on His 'New' Home Field  

YVC commit will have chance to play at Parker Faller Field in All-State Series  

 

YAKIMA, Wash. -- Drew VanKemseke is excited for the next level in his baseball career and, gearing up, he sure put 

on a show for his future coach Kyle Krustangel on Tuesday. 

Batting cleanup and playing first base for the River City A’s, the Zillah senior was up against Krustangel’s summer 

college team, the Wenatchee Valley AppleSox of the West Coast League. 

VanKemseke showed the Yakima Valley College coach his patience by drawing three walks. 

And he showed his power by clubbing a three-run homer. 

This weekend VanKemseke will get another peek at his future when he steps in the box at Parker Faller Field as a 

member of Team Adams in the All-State Baseball Series. 

Krustangel’s Yaks are coming off a 45-win season with a runner-up finish in the conference tournament, and 

VanKemseke was one of his early signees. 

“It’s an excellent program with a lot of depth and every one of their guys is a competitor,” he said. “They really preach 

competing and I’d like to think I’ll respond to that, help give me an edge.” 



VanKemseke ranks first or second on all of Zillah’s career stats for offense and pitching, the result of being an all-

SCAC West player all four years. 

Not that it was easy. 

“I’m proud of making it all four years (all-league) but I’ve definitely had some injuries along the way,” said 

VanKemseke, who had surgery on his right hand after his sophomore season. “I’ve always had this attitude that I’ll 

never let myself come out of a game. And if I was hurting, I didn’t want anybody to see it. Everybody deals with some 

adversity.” 

  

SUMMER TEAMMATES: One of VanKemseke’s teammates on the River City A’s team — East Valley’s Chase 

Oldham — will also be a teammate on Team Adams this weekend. 

The CWAC MVP was a first-team all-leaguer as a freshman so, naturally, he ended up making an impact on EV’s 

career leaders, ranking third in RBI (76) and fourth in hits (103). 

VanKemseke and Oldham will play in Saturday’s first game at noon. 

Ellensburg infielder Gage Gibson, who spent all four years on the CWAC all-league team, will play for Team Rainier, 

which faces Team St. Helens and Naches Valley’s Evan DeVolve at 3:30 p.m. 

  

HALL OF FAME BANQUET: An hour after the conclusion of Game 2 on Saturday everybody will gather at the 

Yakima Convention Center for the All-State banquet and Hall of Fame induction ceremony, which starts at 7 p.m. 

The 2018 induction class includes Pete Jansen of Gig Harbor, Wyatt Tonkin of Shorewood, Tim Gilmore of Centralia, 

Russ Hayden of Tahoma and Jay Hultberg of North Mason. 

Selah’s Rob Archer will receive the assistant coach of the year award. 

Tickets are $25 and can be purchased during Saturday’s games. 

  

YEAR OF THE BOMBERS: Richland’s Josh Mendoza (Team Rainier) had some serious bookends to his senior year. 

Mendoza was an all-league receiver and defensive back on Richland’s state-championship football team, and he 

delivered a two-run single in the seventh inning to help the Bombers beat Skyview in the Class 4A state baseball final 

two weeks ago. 

That title pairing will have three players on Team Rainier — Mendoza and Christian Berry of Richland and Gonzaga-

bound Daniel Copeland of Skyview. 

  

SUNS SHINE BRIGHTEST: After finishing third in 2016 and second last year, Southridge broke through with a 3A 

state championship, scoring 11 runs in both the semifinal and title games. 

The celebration continues for the Suns with three players on Team Baker — Lane Hailey, Wyatt Hull and Jake Harvey. 

Hull was 13-1 on the mound, Hailey was the catcher who batted .512 and Harvey was the Mid-Columbia Conference 

player of the year who’s headed to Oregon State. 



  

ALL-STATE DOUBLE PLAY: Two teammates on Team Adams — Cashmere’s Kross Knoll and Meridian’s Simon 

Burkett — will be back in Yakima in two weeks for the 24th annual Earl Barden Classic football game on June 23. 

Knoll, who’s headed to George Fox University in both sports, was the Caribou Trail League MVP and led Cashmere to 

a third-place trophy in the 1A state tournament two weeks ago in Yakima. 

Burkett was one of the Northwest’s top quarterback recruits and he opted for Eastern Washington. In 34 career games, 

he passed for 7,658 yards and 79 touchdowns and ran for another 29 scores. 

  

FUTURE WILDCAT: Bonney Lake’s Kaiden Hammond (Team Rainier) has all the fancy numbers worthy of 

selection this weekend — a 10-1 pitcher with 77 strikeouts and solid swings at the plate. 

But he’s headed to Central Washington to play football as a 6-foot-2, 215-pound linebacker who racked up 89 tackles, 

18 for a loss and eight sacks while also serving as Bonney Lake’s quarterback. 

  

BETWEEN THE LINES: Kentridge’s Kody Darcy (Team Adams) was selected in the 39th round by the New York 

Mets in the MLB draft earlier this week. Darcy, a shortstop who batted .487 this spring, has committed to Xavier. 

• With 72 of the state’s top seniors, the All-State Series always presents a wide array of school sizes. For example: 

Jacob Stibal (Team Rainier) is from Waterville, the smallest 2B school in the state, and Alex Garcia (Team Adams) is 

from South Kitsap, the state’s largest school. 

• Lakeside shortstop Zane Baker (Team Adams) is the Metro League player of the year who batted .600 with 36 RBI 

and is headed to New York University. 

 


