
Noted for pitching, Bellevue’s Todd hits three-run HR for Adams 

YAKIMA, Wash. -- Connor Todd earned an invitation with his pitching but he also brought his bat. 

And he can swing it. 

The lanky 6-foot-5 hurler from Bellevue was 3 for 3 and crushed a three-run home run to lead Team Adams to a 

9-4 victory over Team Baker in Saturday’s first game of the All-State Baseball Series at Parker Faller Field. 

Todd nearly clubbed two round-trippers, hitting a double high off the rightfield fence in his first at-bat. In his 

next try the University of Utah recruit cleared the 24-foot fence in right-center for a three-run shot that put his 

team ahead for good. 

“Wow, it was just one of those days, I guess,” smiled Todd, whose .265 senior average didn’t suggest this kind 

of day, especially against all-star pitching. “The first one I wasn’t sure about so I just ran as hard as I could. But 

the second one felt great — I got a good swing on that one. I am mainly a pitcher and I look forward to some 

innings tomorrow.” 

That will come against Team St. Helens, which had five pitchers, including East Valley’s Riley Benedetti, 

combine for a three-hitter and a 3-1 win over Team Rainier in Saturday’s second game. Today’s schedule starts 

with the third-place game at 10:25 a.m. followed by the eight-inning championship game at 1:35 p.m. 

Todd’s big fly in the fourth inning put Adams ahead 5-3 and his team added another three runs in the fifth frame 

as Nate Newbry of Southridge slashed a two-run triple, one of Adams’ four extra-base hits. Newbry, a 

leftfielder who made a diving catch in the second inning, was 2 for 5 with two RBI and two runs scored. 

Puyallup’s Zach Needham, a University of Washington recruit, was 3 for 4 batting in the No. 2 spot behind 

Newbry. Todd Beamer’s Ben Arata scored three runs. 

Riverside Christian’s Jacob Haas played first base for Team Adams in the second half of the game and drew a 

walk and scored in the fifth inning. 

Adams closed the deal with Sumner’s Joey Muscarnera and Seattle Christian’s Karl Stahlfeld combined for five 

innings of relief while allowing just one single apiece. 

Pitching was the name of the game all afternoon for Team St. Helens, which had a one-hit shutout heading into 

the eighth and final inning. After a leadoff single to start the game, Rainier batters went 24 at-bats without a hit. 

Eastmont’s Tyler Burch was unhittable in his three innings of work from the third through fifth frames. Three 

hitters reached base during his innings — all on errors — but he stranded all three. 

“I wanted to be aggressive with these guys and use a fast tempo so they wouldn’t get too comfortable,” said 

Burch, a first-team CBBN pitcher headed to Lewis-Clark State. “I pitched here two weeks ago for the 

(Wenatchee) Packers against the Beetles and that helped. I felt good out there and was able to put up a few 

zeros.” 

Benedetti, who started at shortstop, came on in the seventh inning with a 3-0 lead and retired Rainier in order. 

It did get tense in the eighth, however, when Central Kitsap’s Collin Palau gave up two doubles and a walk, 

trimming the lead to 3-1 with runners on second and third with one out. But Palua got out of the jam with a 

strikeout and groundout. 



Rainier’s pitching was fairly stout as well with North Mason’s Daniel Burggraaf, who’s headed to West Point, 

and Archbishop Murphy’s Connor Sand combining for four scoreless innings with one single. 

Peninsula’s Ben Weymiller and Cashmere’s Mason Elliott both had two hits with a triple and run scored for St. 

Helens. Elliott will be back in Yakima earlier next week for the Earl Barden Classic all-star football game. 

SATURDAY’S RESULTS 

Adams 9, Baker 4 

Baker       111 001 00 — 4 7 2 

Adams     110 330 01 — 9 13 1 

Kingma, Reyes (4), Pulliam (6), Dmochowsky (8) and Dmochowsky, DeHoog (6); Dimlow, Muscarnera (4), 

Stahlfeld (7) and Smith, Sanderson (7). 

Highlights — Baker: Cody Hawken (Union) 2-3, 2b, run; Brian Kreshel (Ballard) 2-4, run; Milo Mincin 

(Redmond) 1-3, 2b, RBI; Ben Dmochowsky (Snohomish) 2-3, 2b, 1 IP. Adams: Connor Todd (Bellevue) 3-3, 

2b, HR, 3 RBI; Nate Newbry (Southridge) 2-5, 3b, 2 runs, 2 RBI; Zach Needham (Puyallup) 3-4, RBI; Mason 

Schwetz (Burlington-Edison) 1-3, 2b; Ben Arata (Todd Beamer) 1-1, 2 BB, 3 runs, SB; Joey Muscarnera 

(Sumner) 3 IP, 1 hit, 3 K, 1 ER; Karl Stahlfeld (Seattle Christian) 2 IP, 1 hit, 2 K, 0 ER. 

St. Helens 3, Rainier 1 

Rainier         000 000 01 — 1 3 5 

St. Helens    100 011 00 — 3 7 4 

Anderson, Burggraaf (3), Dawson (5), Sand (7) and Villarreal, Palmquist (5); Davenport, Burch (3), Olsen (6), 

Benedetti (7), Palau (8) and Shearer. 

Highlights — Rainier: Hayden Bayha (Brewster) 1-2, 2b, RBI; Josh Palmquist (Evergreen) 1-2, 2b, run; Daniel 

Burggraaf (North Mason) 2 IP, 0 hits, 2 K; Connor Sand (Archbishop Murphy) 2 IP, 1 hit, 0 ER. St. Helens: 

Tyler Burch (Eastmont) 3 IP, 0 hits, 2 K; Ben Weymiller (Peninsula) 2-4, 3b, RBI, run; Mason Elliott 

(Cashmere) 2-2, 3b, run; Collin Palau (Central Kitsap) 1-2, 2b, 1 IP. 

 


