
All-State Series - Eisenhower's Kraft Shines In First Game  
 

 

Justin Kraft didn't learn until Saturday morning that his services would be needed on a different team and at a 

much earlier time in the All-State Baseball Series.  

 

No worries. The Eisenhower pitcher knew it was going to be a good day the moment he threw his first 

curveball.  

 

With two pitchers on Team B unable to attend the Series until today, Kraft was switched from Team D to cover 

the shortage and he responded in Saturday's first game at Parker Field with four innings of one-hit pitching 

against some of the best high school seniors in the state.  

 

"As soon as I got on the mound and threw that first curveball I felt great," said the 5-foot-10 right-hander. "I 

located my fastball, got ahead in most counts and worked in my curveball. I wish it felt like that every day."  

Kraft, who's headed to Centenary College in Louisiana next fall, entered the eight-inning contest in the fifth and 

retired 10 of the first 11 batters he faced with five strikeouts. He was a pitch away from a no-hitter in his four 

innings of work but an error and a double produced an unearned run in the final inning.  

 

"Yeah, I was aware I hadn't given up a hit when I went out there in the eighth," Kraft said with a modest smile. 

"Didn't quite get it, but I feel lucky to do as well as I did against such good hitters. I think it helped a lot to be 

pitching here. I love throwing off this mound."  

 

Shifting Kraft offset the absence of Gatorade Player of the Year Greg Peavey of Hudson's Bay and Mark Purser 

of Mount Spokane, both of whom are expected to play today.  

 

Kraft's nifty work, however, wasn't enough to offset an early deficit for Team B. Brandon Strange of Mark 

Morris clubbed a two-out, three-run home run in the third inning and Team A eventually prevailed 7-4.  

Davis' Saby Martinez joined Kraft on Team B and not only went 2-for-3 with a double, stolen base and run 

scored but also provided one of the game's big-play highlights.  

 

In the fifth inning with two outs, Martinez chopped a high bouncer up the middle for what appeared to be a 

routine single. But rounding first base he noticed the centerfielder wasn't exactly charging the ball so he took off 

for second and surprised the defense with how easily he made it.  

 

For baseball fans around Yakima, they've seen Martinez turn his speed loose before against an unsuspecting 

defense. But the large contingent from the westside let out a collective "Whoaaaa" when he set sail for second 

with his long, swift stride.  

 

"That was fun. I love going for two," Martinez said with a proud smile. "I always look to see how hard the 

outfielder is coming in, and when I got two steps passed the (first base) bag I decided to go for it. It was close 

but I got in there."  

 

East Valley's Chase Livingston started for Team B and threw four innings. The game could have been tied 3-3 

when he left, but Strange's big homer in the third came after an infield throwing error with two outs.  

 

La Salle's Michael Pleger is on the Team A roster but graduation precluded him from playing on Saturday.  

Jackson pitcher Geoff Brown, who was drafted in the 23rd round by the Kansas City Royals on Friday, started 

for Team A and gave up a run in the first inning and a leadoff home run to Mariner's Braden Degamo in the 

second. But the University of Washington recruit settled down and retired six straight batters, including a run of 

four consecutive strikeouts.  



Kamiak's Riley Henricks, a second baseman headed to the University of Portland, was 2-for-3 with two 

doubles, a run and three RBI while hitting out of the leadoff spot for Team A.  

 

TEAM B 110 100 10 - 4 7 3  

TEAM A 123 000 01 - 7 8 0  

 

Chase Livingston, Justin Kraft (5) and Braden Degamo, Matt Beers (5); Geoff Brown, Tyler Westensee (4), 

Zach Gallagher (6), Nick Hammons (8) and Matt Swan, Andy Racus (5).  

Highlights - Team B: Saby Martinez (Davis) 2-3, 2b, sb, run; Braden Degamo (Mariner) 1-2, solo HR; David 

Wagner (Highline) 1-2, run; Erik Hoium (Centralia) 1-3, 2b, sb, run, RBI; Justin Kraft (Eisenhower) 4 IP, 1 hit, 

5 K, 2 BB. Team A: Riley Henricks (Kamiak) 2-3, 2 2b, run, 3 RBI; Tyler Thompson (Richland) 2-3, RBI; 

Zach Gallagher (Camas) 2-3, 2b, 2 runs; Brandon Strange (Mark Morris) 1-4, 3-run HR; Geoff Brown 

(Jackson) 3 IP, 5 K. 


