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YAKIMA, Wash. — More times than not, the All-State Baseball Series is a showcase mostly for hitters. Free-swinging,

no-pressure bats against talented but somewhat weary arms often leads to some big innings and big scores.

Click to Watch Attached Video →

But not on Saturday.

Sumner’s Christian Parsons and Mountain View’s Dakody Clemmer combined for a run of six shutout innings to spark

Team Adams in the opener, and the second game at Yakima County Stadium had so many goose eggs on the board it

had to be resolved with baseball’s version of a shootout.

Parsons and Clemmer put together seven strikeouts and only one walk to finish off Team Adams’ 6-2 victory over

Team Baker, and Evan Johnson’s two-out, walk-off RBI single in the bottom of the 12th inning lifted Team St. Helens

to a 6-5 win over Team Rainier on a blustery afternoon that brought together 72 of the state’s top high school seniors.

Those wins put all three local players in today’s championship game at 1:35 p.m. The consolation final will start at

10:25 a.m.
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Ellensburg’s Junior Ledgard pitched the first two innings, drove in a run and played outfield while teammate Cameron

Walker of Naches Valley hit a single, drew a walk and played first base for Team Adams, and Highland’s Logan Taylor

caught five innings for Team St. Helens.

Team Adams got all the offense it needed with three runs in the first inning, and Parsons and Clemmer — both right-

handers — took care of the rest.

At 5-foot-6, 130 pounds, Parsons was eager to prove himself among the state’s elite and he did just that. Taking over

in the third with a 3-2 lead, the SPSL 2A MVP blanked Team Baker in the third, fourth and fifth and left with a 4-2

lead. Trouble loomed in the fifth when he gave up a single and double to start the frame, but Parsons struck out the

next two batters and slammed the door on the threat with a flyout.

“I like the pressure situations, and I’m comfortable with a guy on third,” he said. “I didn’t want to give up that lead so

I stayed cool and made my pitches. It feels great to do that against the best hitters in the state. It’s always a challenge

for me, a player my size proving himself, but I love the challenge.”

Parsons discovered Saturday that he and Ledgard, who threw the first two innings, will also be teammates at Lower

Columbia Community College in the fall.

Team Adams got no reprieve when Parsons exited thanks to the 6-foot-2 Clemmer, who struck out five and fanned

four of the final six batters he faced.

“It’s weird because I didn’t feel very good with my velocity at the start so I went more off-speed,” he explained. “But

that did feel good, my breaking stuff, and that led to some strikeouts. Three scoreless innings, that’s not too bad in a

game like this. I came out to have some fun and that’s what it was.”

In the second game, Team St. Helens gave up a three-run lead, survived a six-inning scoreless drought and then came

through with two clutch hits in the bottom of the 12th inning, which was speeded up by putting a runner on second

with one out at the start of each team’s at-bat.

Bonney Lake shortstop Michael Gretler, an Oregon State signee, singled in the tying run with two outs and, after a

walk, Johnson ended the game when he drilled a line-drive shot over the left-fielder’s head to score Gretler.

Once again pitching dominated the day as Team St. Helens rode a pair of rare workhorse efforts to gain the

championship final.

Eastmont’s Jacob Crone, the CBBN’s pitcher of the year, got the start and threw four shutout innings as Team St.

Helens built a 3-0 lead. Union’s Jake Hawken came on in the sixth and when his team needed a pitcher to cover the

extra innings the sturdy 6-4, 240-pound right-hander was the man for the job.

Hawken, who’s headed to the University of Portland, threw six innings and didn’t give way until the 12th. He struck

out four and walked two. Team Rainier did manage to tie the game against Hawken as an RBI double by South Kitsap’s

Logan Knowles — his second two-bagger of the game — knotted the contest at 4-4 in the eighth and led to the

extended play.

Of all the day’s stellar pitching efforts, Stanwood’s Doug Knight turned in perhaps the best, albeit in a loss. In his four
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scoreless innings of work for Team Rainier, Knight retired seven of eight during one stretch and allowed just one

single. Team Rainier also turned a triple play in the fifth inning.

Team Adams 6, Team Baker 2

Baker 020 000 00 — 2 8 3

Adams 301 010 01 — 6 8 2

Anderson, Tesch (3), Sunitsch (5), Forsyth (7) and Conn; Ledgard, Parsons (3), Clemmer (6) and Wilson.

Highlights — Baker: Scott Sunitsch (Todd Beamer) 2-2, 3b, SB, RBI, 2 IP, 3 K, 0 ER; Bryce Peterson (Enumclaw) 1-2,

2b, 2 SB; Hunter Huddleston (Woodland) 1-3, 2b; Spencer Locati (Walla Walla) 1-2, 2b. Adams: Christian Parsons

(Sumner) 3 IP, 2 K, 0 BB, 0 runs; Dakody Clemmer (Mountain View) 3 IP, 5 K, 1 BB, 0 runs; Kody Longaker

(Shorewood) 3-4, 3b, run, RBI; Junior Ledgard (Ellensburg) run, RBI, 2 IP; Josh Zavisubin (Sehome) 1-2, SB, RBI;

Riley Larsen (Granite Falls) 1-2, SB, run.

Team St. Helens 6, Team Rainier 5

Rainier 000 021 010 001 — 5 12 2

St. Helens 012 010 000 002 — 6 8 2

Knowles, Storedahl (3), Knight (6), Givens (10), Walker (12) and Ludlow, Wilbert (5), Ludlow (10); Crone, Archibald

(5), Hawken (6), Green (12) and Jondal, Logan (5), Jondal (10).

Highlights — Rainier: Logan Knowles (South Kitsap) 2-6, 2 2b, run, RBI, 2 IP; Brandon Thompson (Bellarmine Prep)

2-4, 2 2b, 2 runs, RBI; Hayden Humphrey (Battle Ground) 3-6, 3b; Doug Knight (Stanwood) 4 IP, 0 runs, 1 hit. St.

Helens: Lorin Archibald (Liberty) 2-4, RBI; Alex Jondal (Ferris) 1-1, 2 BB, RBI; Evan Johnson (Mount Si) 2-2,

walk-off RBI in 12th; Michael Gretler (Bonney Lake) 1-2, 2 runs, RBI; Jacob Crone (Eastmont) 4 IP, 0 runs, 2 K; Jake

Hawken (Union) 6 IP, 2 runs, 4 K.
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